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”406 FUTURES:  40 Years of Empowering Montana Through CTE” 

October 15-16, 2026 Fairmont Hot Springs 
Fairmont, MT 

M o n t a n a  A C T E  s t r i v e s  t o  p r o v i d e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  a n  e d u c a t e d ,  
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Montana A C T E 
2026 Fall Institute 
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You're Invited! 

Join Career and Technical Education professionals from across Montana for two days of 
connection, inspiration, and professional growth at the 2026 Montana ACTE Fall Institute. 

This year’s theme, 406 FUTURES: 40 Years of Empowering Montana Through CTE, celebrates four 
decades of impact while looking ahead to the future of CTE in our state. Together, we will honor 
our legacy, elevate our practice, and strengthen the pathways that prepare learners for success. 

We are proud to welcome keynote speaker Scott Stone, a nationally recognized leader in agricultural education 
and CTE. With nearly 30 years of experience as an Agricultural Sciences instructor in Centralia, Missouri, Scott has 
served as president of both the National Association of Agricultural Educators and the Association for Career and 
Technical Education. His passion for supporting educators and advancing high-quality programs has made him a 
sought-after speaker at conferences and professional development events across the country. 

Your Montana ACTE Board is already planning a dynamic lineup of engaging workshop sessions and tours designed 
to support educators at every level and across all CTE pathways. 

Kristy Rothe 
President, Montana ACTE 

Welcome from Kristy Rothe, Montana ACTE President 

Montana ACTE Fall Institute Registration Deadline  

Early-Bird Rates End September 13.  

Advanced and/or On-site Registration is available. 

https://2026montanaactefallinstitut.sched.com/
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406 FUTURES: 40 Years of Empowering Montana Through CTE 

Montana ACTE Montana A C T E 
Fall Institute—2026 

Fairmont Hot Springs—Fairmont, MT 
Agenda at a Glance 

Tentative—Subject to Change 

New Member and Retired Teachers 
All New Members and Retired Teachers will receive a  

50% discount off registration! 

Time Location Session 

October 14, 2026 

6:30-8:30 Registration Area Registration Open 

6:30-8:00 Room 108 Meeting of the Montana ACTE Board Officers  

October 15, 2026 

7:30-10:30 Registration Area Registration Open /Breakfast 

7:30—6:00 Rocky Mt. Foyer Trade Show Opens 

8:00-8:30 Grizzly/Cutthroat OPENING SESSION 

8:30-9:30 Grizzly/Cutthroat Keynote Address:  Scott Stone 

9:30-10:00 Sapphire First Timers Session 

9:30-10:15 Rocky Mt. Foyer Visit Exhibitors  - Power Sessions 

10:15-12:00  DIVISION BUSINESS MEETINGS 

12:00-12:30 Rocky Mt. Foyer Visit Exhibitors  - Power Sessions 

12:30-1:30 Grizzly/Cutthroat Montana ACTE Luncheon  

1:30-2:00 Rocky Mt. Foyer Visit Exhibitors—Power Sessions 

2:00-3:00 Grizzly/Cutthroat CTE GENERAL SESSION 

3:30-4:25  

BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

Bitterroot Building a High School–Sponsored Pre-Apprenticeship Program 

Sapphire Cheesemaking in the Classroom; Connecting Agriculture & FCS  

Ponderosa 
From Interest to Industry: FREE resources and Tools from the 

Federal Reserve for Career Exploration & Decision-Making  

Meadowlark Parliamentary Procedure Made Practical 

Room 103 
From the Classroom to the Clinic: Preparing Students for a Global 

Healthcare Immersion Experience 

4:35—5:30  

BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

Bitterroot Teachers Construction Bootcamp  

Sapphire 
Life Skills by Design; Integrating  Empowered into FCS with a FCS 
Update by Gayla Randal 

Ponderosa Inside Story House: Building Montana's Next Creative Workforce 

Meadowlark Supporting Every Learner: IEPs in the CTE Classroom 

Room 103 
Utilizing Federal Funding for Positive Impacts in the 
Classroom 

5:45-6:30 Rocky Mt. Foyer Networking Social—Appetizers/Silent Auction/50-50 Raffle 

6:30-8:00 Grizzly/Cutthroat Montana ACTE Awards Banquet 

Time Location Session 

October 16, 2026 

7:30-8:30 Grizzly/Cutthroat Breakfast Buffet 

8:00—9:00 Grizzly/Cutthroat 
MACTE Business Meeting/Business Partner 

Breakfast 

9:30–12:30  Business/Industry Tours:  TBA 

 BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

9:10 – 10:10 

Bitterroot Safety and Liability 

Sapphire Rise with Sourdough - Mastering the Basics  

Ponderosa Building a High School Sponsored Pre-Apprenticeship Program  

Meadowlark FFA State Degrees and Proficiency Awards 

Room 103 406 JOBS:  Progress, Partnerships, and Priorities Ahead 

10:20-11:20  

BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

Bitterroot Montana Precision Products Tour 

Sapphire Beyond the Loaf; Teaching with Sourdough  

Ponderosa Enhancing Financial Literacy Together 

Meadowlark Teaching Forestry from the Ground Up 

Room 103 
From Adult Education to Apprenticeship: Building Pre-

Apprenticeship Pathways That Work 

11:30—12:30  

BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

Bitterroot Montana Precision Products Tour Continued 

Sapphire 
Bake it Till You Make It; Career Pathways Through 
Baking  

Ponderosa 
Getting Students College and Career Ready with 
Stackable, Industry-Recognized Credentials  

Meadowlark Canva in the Classroom 

Room 103 
Industry-Specific IETs: Building Employer-Driven 
Pathways 

1:00—3:30 Ponderosa Montana ACTE Board Meeting 
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To register for Fall Institute - go to: 

https://2026montanaactefallinstitut.sched.com/ 

and select Registration. 
 

Member Discount: As shown above, you receive a discount for the 

conference as an ACTE or MT ACTE member.  You can register or 

renew your membership at the same time you register for the 

conference.  If you are already a member, you will need your 

membership number.  If you don’t know your number, get it at: 

https://www.acteonline.org 

 

TICKETS:  
 

1. Select the appropriate ticket: 

Member – ACTE member; to join or renew also select a Join/Renew 

membership ticket 

Non-Member – not a member 

First time or Retired – This is your first Fall Institute or you are in a 

“retired” status with ACTE 

Student – Full time student in a CTE area 

 

2. Select Join/Renew (If you are joining or renewing your 

membership): Select the appropriate Division: 

 MBEA – Business and Marketing 

 MAFCSE – Family & Consumer Science 

 MITEA – Industrial Technology 

 MAAE – Agriculture 

 WBL – Work Based Learning, Health Science, Adult Ed, 

Admin, Counseling 

3. Make your meals selections: (Included in fees) 

 

SELECT REGISTER –  

 

Complete the registration form. 

 

Payment: You will have the option to pay by ACH or Card.   

 

If your school /school district only pays by check, please indicate 

that on the registration form.  We will send a QuickBooks invoice to 

the email provided and Stripe also will provide an invoice for you to 

present to your district for payment.  Please note that emails will 

come from QuickBooks and not from MT ACTE. If you do not receive 

an invoice, please check  your spam folder. 

 

Payment Due Date: October 14, 2026 

 

Refunds: Prior to October 8th - Full Refund; After October 8th - 50% 

Refund.  Please contact mtactetreasurer@gmail.com to request a 

refund. 

 

Need Assistance?  Contact Samantha at: mtactetreasurer@gmail.com 
 

All checks should be made payable to “Montana ACTE” and sent to: 
 

  Samantha Humphrey 

  Registration Coordinator 

  P O Box 7 

  Boulder, MT 59632 

INSTITUTE REGISTRATION 

REGISTRATION FEES (If you become a member of Montana 

ACTE or you are renewing your membership,  pay the reduced member regis-
tration fees.) 

Early Bird/thru Sept 13 After September 13 

Both Days Thur. Only Both Days Thur. Only 

Montana ACTE/ACTE Member $225 $170 $305 $250 

Non-Member Montana ACTE/ACTE $400 $300 $480 $380 

First Time/Retired Member $115 $85 $155 $125 

Student Registration $50 $50 $50 $50 

Registration Types 

• Member – current member of National ACTE (at the time of registration). Membership status is verified. 

 If renewing your membership with conference registration, you may register at the member rate as 
long as a membership renewal is also selected within your registration and reflected in your invoice. 

• Non-member – not a current member of National ACTE. 

• New Member/First Time Attendee—someone attending the Montana ACTE Fall Institute for the first time.  

• Retired Member - a member whose membership status with National ACTE is 'retired'* 

• Student – a full-time student majoring in a CTE area. 

Cancellation Policy  
A full refund will be provided until October 8.  

A maximum of 50% refund after October 8 

may occur at the discretion of the board.  

Requests must be in writing within two 

weeks after the institute with the reason 

identified.  

• MHSEA (Health Sciences) $165  

• MAAE (Agriculture) $325 

• Work Based Learning (WBL) $165  

Division Membership:  
Join or renew your ACTE Membership when registering for the Institute. To do so, click on ‘workshops’ during registration and select your membership division.  On-site you will 
be asked to complete a membership form.  
 

Rates include Montana ACTE, National ACTE and Division dues.  

• MBEA (Business and Marketing) $170  

• MAFCSE (Family & Consumer Sciences) $180  

• MITEA (Industrial Technology) $175 
 

NOTE: Discounted rates are available for first time attendees and retired members.  Please contact Samantha Humphrey (mtactetreasurer@gmail.com) directly regarding questions with 

registration and to complete your membership form. 

To Register more than 2 individuals – go to: https://forms.gle/9Gp9hgFqW78arewz5 

https://2026montanaactefallinstitut.sched.com/
https://2026montanaactefallinstitut.sched.com/
https://www.acteonline.org
mailto:mtactetreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:mtactetreasurer@gmail.com
https://2026montanaactefallinstitut.sched.com/
https://forms.gle/9Gp9hgFqW78arewz5


Page 5 

”406 FUTURES:  40 Years of Empowering Montana Through CTE” 

To register for Fall Institute – please go to: 
https://forms.gle/CgoyR9Ty4iy5boVa6 

 

Exhibitor – Gold Level – $500 

-Select this ticket for the 1st Gold Level Registration 

 

Exhibitor – Gold Level 2nd Registration – Included 

Select this ticket for the 2nd Gold Level Registration 

 

Exhibitor – Silver Level – $375 

-Select this ticket for the 1st Silver Level Registration 

 

Exhibitor – Gold Level 2nd Registration – $70 

Select this ticket for the 2nd Silver Level Registration 

 

1. Please complete the form, including information 

about your company and a logo that we can use in 

our program. 

2. Payment: You will receive an invoice via email, text 

or both (your option) from Montana ACTE generated 

by QuickBooks.  You can submit payment directly 

from the invoice.   

 

If your organization only pays by check, please 

forward the invoice to your finance officer for 

payment.  Please note that emails will come Montana 

ACTE; if you do not receive an invoice, please check 

your Spam folder. 

 

Space is limited and payment reserves your spot.  

Final Payment Date: October 14, 2026 

 

Need Assistance?   

Registration system & Payment: contact Samantha at: 

mtactetreasurer@gmail.com 

 

Exhibitor Information: Contact Cheryl Graham at 

cheryl.gra78@gmail.com 

Registration Information for Fall Institute Exhibitors 

ACTE Region V Leadership Conference 
April 7-9, 2027 

Colorado Springs, CO 
 

Welcome to Colorado Springs, where bold ideas and breathtaking views set the stage for powerful leadership! We’re thrilled 

to gather CTE professionals from across Region V to connect, collaborate, and champion the future of Career and Technical Education   As we 

“Sound the Bell,” let it be a call to elevate our programs, inspire our students, and strengthen our impact  

Welcome to the 2027 Region V Conference — it’s time to lead!  
 

Conference Information 

https://forms.gle/CgoyR9Ty4iy5boVa6
mailto:mtactetreasurer@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/monta/Dropbox/MACTE/2026/cheryl.gra78@gmail.com
http://www.acteonline.org/2027-region-v-leadership-conference/
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Keynote Speaker—Scott Stone 
Scott Stone has spent the past 29 years as a high school Agricultural Sciences instructor in Centralia, 
Missouri. Originally from Williamsburg, Pennsylvania, he grew up on a dairy and row crop farm and later 
served as a Pennsylvania State FFA Officer while attending Penn State University. Stone earned both his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of Missouri and has served as president of the 
National Association of Agricultural Educators and the Association for Career and Technical Education. A 
passionate advocate for educators, he frequently presents at teacher institutes and professional 
development workshops across the country, encouraging teachers to reach their full potential. 

 

 

Keynote:  "Inflection Points" 
 

Every life has moments that change its direction. 

Sometimes they arrive as opportunities. Sometimes they come disguised as setbacks, difficult conversations, unexpected 
challenges, or the influence of a teacher who saw something in us before we saw it in ourselves. Whatever their form, these 
moments alter the course of our lives. They shape our stories, redefine our purpose, and often determine the impact we have 
on others. In mathematics, these defining moments have a name: inflection points. An inflection point is the exact place on a 
curve where it changes direction—from bending downward to upward, or vice versa. It is the moment when the trajectory 
shifts and a new path begins. 

Life has inflection points, too! 

In Inflection Points, keynote speaker Scott Stone invites attendees to reflect on the moments that transformed them into the 
educators they are today. Together, we will explore how our own stories intersect with those of our students and how the 
seemingly ordinary moments in our classrooms often become extraordinary turning points in the lives of young people.  As 
Montana celebrates 406 FUTURES: 40 Years of Empowering Montana Through CTE, this keynote will honor the legacy of 
Career and Technical Education while challenging us to look toward the future with renewed purpose. Because CTE teachers 
don't just teach skills—they have the privilege of standing at someone else's inflection point. Because CTE teachers don't just 
teach skills—we have the privilege of standing at someone else's inflection point. And sometimes, one moment changes 
everything. 

OPI Renewal Units 
 

Complete the OPI Renewal Form to 

receiver credit for your attendance.   

Lodging 

Samantha Humphrey,  
Institute Registration Coordinator 

 

mtactetreasurer@gmail.com 
406-431-0044 

Questions 

Continue to check http://montanaacte.org/prodevel.shtml  

for Continual Institute Updates 

Fairmont Hot Springs 
1500 Fairmont Road 
Fairmont, MT 59711 

1-800-332-3272 
 

Rate:  $107+tax+$17 Resort Fee                                   

Group ID:  29663 

Room block ends:   September 13, 2026 

https://montanaacte.org/prodevel.shtml

